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tu more rid€rs take to the roads on bicycles,
morest res are gMrg th€m a bigger chunk of pa!e-
m€nt - I t€et to be precise - so they wont get
swiped by cals.

A Colorado lew recently signed by
Democratic Colr Bill Pitter not only re-
quirs motorists to gilr riders at least a
3-foot-wide bertlr it also makes it ile-
gnl to thro!,v thirEs at rideB. says fhn
Crunig dacutile director of Bicych
Colorado. Previously he 9ays, potce
couu or y cite a motorisl if drey actu-
aiv hit tt|€ rider

'tyclists need io be treated wirh resDect xd mr
suf p.ise," Crunig said.

Tim Anderson, 52, of Fort Collint, Colo., s4/s he
often is hara$€d by driverr while riding his bike. lt
cant alwavs b€ that th€ trne( h€.viee !€hi.le
wins," be says

The Colorado law is similar to seleral passed or
considered this year in Lousiana, wisconJin, New
Jerse! aM Texis.

> l.oulslrt. passed a 3-feet-to-pars law in .lune.
Motorisls who fail to give riders enoqh roorn to
pass can be fined up to $5o The law also makes it
unlawfui to haraes. taunt or maliciously throu, ob-
.Jects at clrlists.

> Wls.ordn hwnal(ers in itrF eliminated a re-

Motorisb
!s qdists

Oo collision
course,3A

quir€menr that bicldists ride 3 feet away from
par|(.d cars.lhe law also prohibfu motorists from
openirE cff doors without checkirg for cyclists.

> Itl€w Je.svs Cenerei Assembly passed a 3-
feet-to-pa5s bill on June 25. lt is now being consid-
ered by the Senate traosportation committee.

> lqas hwrnakers Dassed a 3-feet-to-Dass law
but Republican Gov. Rick ttny vetoed it_in June,
noting that dri!€6 already face penalties for rffk-
less or careless ddvim.

A WhshirErcn, DC- law that took etrect March
26, 20@, abo rcquires rnotoriss give riders 3 feet

of space when passirE,
Joe Mizereck of 3FeetPlease.com

sa)s other states with the laws in-
clude Arkansrg, Maine, Tennessee.
norida. Connecticrt, New Hampshire.
oregon, Illinois, Minnesota, Utah,
Wisconsir! Arizona and oklahoma.

The number of bike commut€rs
rose ftfin about ,181,145 in 2m3 o

about 664.859 in 2m7, i 37.6X increise, accordirE
to the Census Bureau's Americin Community Sur-

Not everygne supports the new laws. Larimer
County. Colo., sheriffJames Alderden, who testified
4ainst Colorado\ 3-feet-to-Frass law called th€m
"basically impossible to enforce and said h€ thinks
some bicyclists, "cop an ittitude ' when it comes to
follo,i,irE traffc laws.

Hqhes reports for the tutu Co[ins (Colo.) Cobtodo-
dn. Conrribuiirg: Ben Jon€s. 7le Post-Crescmr, Ap-
pleton, Wis. i Sherry Sh€phard, 7Ie (Shrevepor!
La) limes; Laura Bnmo, Dort Record, Mords
County NJ.


