States give cyclists room to ride

Laws provide 3-foot buffer
of protection on the road
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USA TODAY

As more riders take to the roads on bicycles,
more states are giving them a bigger chunk of pave-
ment — 3 feet to be precise — so they won't get
swi cars.

A Colorado law recently signed by

quirement that bicyclists ride 3 feet away from
parked cars. The law also prohibits motorists from
opening car doors without checking for cyclists.

» New Jersey's General Assembly passed a 3-
feet-to-pass bill on June 25. It is now being consid-
ered by the Senate transportation committee.

» Texas lawmakers passed a 3-feet-to-pass law
but Republican Gov. Rick Perry vetoed it in June,
noting that drivers already face penalties for reck- |
less or careless drivi

A Washington, D.C,, law that took effect March |
26, 2008, alsorequnesmomrmsgwenderﬂ feet |

of space when passing.

Democratic Gov. Bill Ritter not only re-
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quires motorists to give riders at leasta | Motorists says other states with the laws in-
3-foot-wide berth, it also makes it ille- Vs. cydists clude Arkansas, Maine, Tennessee,
gal to throw things at riders, says Dan Florida, Connecticut, New Hampshire,
Grunig, executive director of Bicycle | w On collision Oregon, lllinois, Minnesota, Utah,
Colorado. Previously, he says, police | course, 3A Wisconsin, Arizona and Oklahoma.
could only cite a motorist if they actu- 3 The number of bike commuters
ally hit the rider. rose from about 483,145 in 2003 to
“Cyclists need to be treated with respect and not about 664,859 in 2007, a 37.6% increase, according
surprise,” Grunig said. to the Census Bureau's American Community Sur-

Tim Anderson, 52, of Fort Collins, Colo.,
often is harassed by drivers while riding his bike. “It
can't always be that the fastest, heaviest vehicle
wins,” he says.

The Colorado law is similar to several passed or
considered this year in Lousiana, Wisconsin, New

Jersey and Texas.

» Louisiana a 3-feet-to-pass law in june.
Motorists who fail to give riders enough room to
pass can be fined up to $50. The law also makes it
unlawful to harass, taunt or maliciously throw ob-
jects at cyclists.

» Wisconsin lawmakers in June eliminated a re-

says he vey

Not everyone supports the new laws. Larimer
County, Colo., S James Alderden, who testified |

Colorado’s 3- feet-to-pass law, called them
“basically impossible” to enforce and said he thinks
some bicyclists, “cop an attitude” when it comes to
following traffic laws.
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